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hIr Andrew T Silfer 
Corporate EnGromental Prosams 
General Electric Company 
1 05 Woodlaurn Avenue 
Pittsfield, M4 0 120 1 

Re: F'inal Conditional Approval of General Electric's September 2000 revision of the 
Baseline Monitoring Proposal for Plant Site 1 Groundwater Management Area, General 
Electric (GE) Housatonic River Project Site, Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

Dear Mr. Silfer: 

This letter contains the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) conditional approval ofthe above- 
referenced Baseline Monitoring Proposal for Plant Site 1 Groundwater Management Area (GW)  
The EPA received this document on September 29.2000 The revised GE proposal was compared 
against EPA's June 2000 cornrnent letter concerning the earlier version (April 2000) of the G W -  1 
Baseline Monitoring Proposal 

GE's re\pisi-d GMA-I Baseline h.lon~tos~ng Progl-am Psi)posaI 1s a s~gnlficaitt ~nlpsot ernent o\ el- the 
irlrt~al psopi~s;il Ot erall. GE responded t\ lth I ertsonnbie sex lsrons to all the EP.4 cpmments that had 
not bee11 i e.;olr, ed pset ~ousIy d u ~  ~ n g  sneering-, befu eerl GE, EPA, and M a s ~ d ~ h u s e t t ~  Del>dr%rnerrt of 
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XAPL discci.e~-ies, 1vhici.i may occur dur-ii;g the conrirltled R e r n o ~ d  Action ir l  the 
;lpper '!2-Mi]e Reach To r1.c c .ui r i~i  thar ad&[ii.inal Y.slP1, is ijiscoi.ered in the htur-e, 
GE shall evaluate need lijr. such ;~,idirionai cveiis and. and subr~zir its evaiuaiiol?. 
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inclclded ~ r ,  ith~n GkU-1. as we11 as the upper "1 h?de Reach of the rrvel. into one 
comprehensive "VillPI* report for GM-l - 1 .  to he ~ssued seminnnuallv GE shall alco 
&srss txistmg h APL recovery pl clg~ m1s m d  pi oposc: rIllpl o\ enlent5 to opririuzc: tile 

N h P t  recovery system as part of the semimud NAML Reports 

3. GE shall monitor well PROP-24 (HR-GI- 3) associated with the Cell GI 
containment barrier as GW-3 pehe te r  location in GM4- 1 In addition to the CW-3 
monitoring, GE shall add all three of the wells associated with the CelI G1 
containment barsier (PROP-24, -X5, and -26) to the G M - 1  NAPL monitohg 
program EPA approves the change from weekly to monthly NAPL monitoring at 
the three wells, as proposed by GE in their March 9, 2001 letter to EPA. 

4. Since GE bas not proposed groundwater extractionihydraulic controls at 
Cells GI, G2 and G3, additional groundwater level monitohg shall be required to 
evaluate potential groundwater mounding behind the sheetpile containment barriers 
and changes in the area groundwater flow pattern. GE shall monitor, at a a m  
three wells for each new sheetpile containment barrier: one at each end and one in the 
middle. GE shall conduct such groundwater level monitohg at the wells associated 
with Cell G 1 on the same monthly schedule approved for NAPL monitoring at these 
wells. For the wells associated with Cells G2 and G3, GE will propose a schedule for 
the groundwater level monitoring on a case-by-case basis for review and approval by 
EPA 

5 GE has agreed to investigate the potential for NAPL near former Oxbow F 
GE has proposed one soil boring (PROP -21) sampled down to till to be converted 
Into a .?--inch drarnetes monitoring well for 'VAPL monitoring Instead, EPA requlres 
that GE install a total of three borings m the area down to t~ll, at locat~ons marked on 
Flgrtl-e 2 as EPX- I .  EPA-2. and EPA-3, and collect samples %om revel-a1 depths In 
each of these bomgs for PCB analysis Once the UAPL obsel-~ar~ons and analp~cal 
6 3 1 ~  figm these bonngs are a i  allable jfY.4PL is detected In an: nft11ec;e borr~~gs. GE 
shrtll ~nc;tezci ~nstall one monrtim ii:g i f  ell i 2: 171 iipiicrdi Lit 01. n e t t  the iwr iilg with the 
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6 Ci~iosmared solvents \\?ere detected tn Well 64 In g~ouridttratel sarnpinng 
conducted In 1 99 1 GE shall revleu and evaluate the groundlnrater mon~tor-lng results 
from the wells to be monitored in thrs area. as well as the resu'irs &om the so11 
I"<,' "72"; ' 3  1 1 h 1 c 5 i f : l i e  P,ISI stitii: 2~ ;,i 1 % U I ~  
rns esrlgdiwo'is.. to derem~nr irnerkcr I r  can ~drnr l f j  pota"?l"ai siiuites of the 
chlorinated sil1.cefit.s B s e d  on the resulrs of these e\ai;uations, EP,A may requ~r-e 
,iddrt;unaI monrtiir-lng t% ells in ihrs area f i r -  purposes of ~ d d i  essing such chiorrnated 
sii'i.i ents 
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EPA This is required to el ate the potential for the well to provide a condult for 
near swface cont ate down to the bedrock aquifer SpecificdIy, GE 
shall define the scope and content of the additional assessments referred to in the 
September 2000 document, including, if appropriate, sub&sion, for EPA review 
and approval, of a proposed method to abandon the well 

8 CE has decided not to propose passive dftirsion sampling at this time f f GE 
does decide to propose the technique at a later date, it shall submit, for EPA's review 
and approval, a detailed protocol and evaluate how data collected using this new 
method compares with other groundwater sampling method results. 

9 GE agreed to coordinate the installation of new wells with the Massachusetts 
Highway Department and install them as soon as possible. GE shall provide EPA and 
MADEP a schedule 30 days prior to well installation. 

10. GE has provided the details concerning occupied buildings and buildings 
scheduled for demolition on two separate maps, as requested. GE shall noti@ and 
update EPA if it changes its building demolition or building occupation plans GW-2 
monitoring requirements may need to be modified accordingly 

1 1 Sections 2 4 and 2 5 of the revised G M -  I Baseline Monitoring Program 
Proposal discuss most of the principal NAPL sources, however other known NAPL 
areas within GKA-1 are not identified (e g the Building 42 elevator shaft LWAPL) 
and details concerning the princrpal NAPL sources were sparse These addttzonal 
NAPL areas along with the principal YAPL source areas shall be discussed In deta~l 
tn the sem-annual h4PL reports for GMA- I 

13 On Januar?, 1 1 .  2001 GE submltteii t o  k1ADEP. ~ 1 t 1 - r  cop! to tPX 
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134 the State AOC That SOU proposes celtarri ;-cTI\iireb ro IrrLestlgdre the p ,~~eat~ , t ;  
for preferential mgsatlon o f  NAPL or contaminated ground~xater along these 
srumtvates md sanriar-3 sewer lmes It  ful-ther pr or rdes that ~f these In\ estlgatlons 
indicate the need far an addltlonal gr ound-lfrater monltarlng tveIls m this area. CE will 
propose lnseaIfatton of such wells as a md~ficatron or addrtrsn to the groundwater 
milmirrrrrng prngr 2n-i for G t l 4  1 In add~trnr: f c ?  the r equ~rernents rn the Stare AOC 
5 0 \ i  . EP-4 15 I equ~: liig bE ~ t s  part uf the C ~l115eilt Uec~ ee CZ.fA- i d p p ~ j \  '"I0 i i ~ ~ r ~ s  

the plirenr~al for- NAPL or cuntan~inated grsundtvater movement along the "tle~veli 
Street shomlsanrlar)i sewer lines by ~ncilidlng hlW-37 ((after rehab~lriar~ng the v~eil,~ 
to the GMA-I Base'irne Monrtor-~ng Plogr,irn i ~ s  3 GN'-2 ci-irnpiiance tveli dnd a 
potenrral NAPL mon~toring ivell ffwell W V - 3 7  can nor be located or r-ehahiitated. 
GE shalt ~ns t ;~ i i  a new monlr;nr,g irl ell In the ,:r ea (of us11 tlli -?7 ~fier. ~brd:t i~ng 
EPA's appi or, dl 1 egard~~ig the icicatron 
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September 2000 proposal GE shall 11i3tii) EPA or its plmried dares for ~nstaildrioi~ 
of these wells not less than 7 days in adlrance of such tvell installation actiwties GE 
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installations for project p l m k g  and oversight purposes within 30 days of th~s  
conditionat approval letter 

EPA reserves its right to perform additional sampling in the area subject to the C W - 1  Proposal 
astdior require additional smplkg  or Response Actions, if necessary, to meet the requirements of 
the Consent Decree 

If you have my questions, please contact me at (6 17) 9 18- 1268 

GE ~aAlity Leader 

attachments 

cc Tim Conway, 
Bryan Olson, 
Dean Tagtiafeno 
Holly Inglis, 
J Lln Cutler, 
Susan Keydel, 
John Novotny, 
Dawn Veilleux, 
Chris Moran. 
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